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its whole  population,   reputed  at  more  than   a  hundred
thousand souls, perished.

Such, was the first great irruption of the Barbarians into
the Roman territory ; and panic was diffused on the wings
of the wind over the whole Empire. Deems, however, was
firm, and made prodigious efforts to restore the balance of
power to its ancient settlement. For the moment he had
some partial successes. He cut off several detachments of
Goths, on their road to reinforce the enemy ; and he strength-
ened the fortresses and garrisons of the Danube. But his
last success was the means of his total ruin. He came up
with the Goths at Forum Terebronii; and, having surrounded
their position, he had good reason to think their destruction
inevitable. A great battle ensued, and a mighty victory to
the Goths. Nothing is now known of the circumstances,
except that the third line of the Romans was entangled
inextricably in a morass (as had happened in the Persian
expedition of Alexander). Decius perished on this occasion ;
nor was it possible to find his dead body.1

This great defeat naturally raised the authority of the
Senate, in the same proportion as it depressed that of the
Army; and by the will of that body Hostilianus, a son of
Decius, was raised to the Empire ; with Gallus, however, an
experienced commander, for his associate. Ostensibly, the
reason assigned for this measure was the youth of Hostili-
anus ; but, in reality, the whole arrangement was governed
by the secret policy of the Senate for restoring the Consulate
and the ancient machinery of the Republic. But no skill or
experience could avail to retrieve the sinking power of Rome
upon the Illyrian frontier. The Roman Army was dis-
organized, panic-stricken, reduced to skeleton battalions.

1 It does not absolutely follow from the mere fact, uncircumstanti-
ated, of Decius having been a persecuting anti-Christian, that he must
have heen a bad man, But this is an inference too probable from the
rancorous fury of his persecution. To his reign belongs the legend of
the Seven Sleepers, a septemvirate of Christian youths who sought an
asylum from the imperial wrath in the recesses of a cavern ; fell asleep,
and first of all awakened from their slumbers some four generations
later; found their persecutor utterly forgotten; and themselves
restored to an inheritance of hopes no longer irreconcilable with the
demands of their religious conscience.

VOL. VI                                                                       2 C